CEFRR TR SIWEEY - F LT ER: - TR 4
SRk

Fr A RBEAEFES AL

- R AELD ﬁ'*i“‘“g&‘?éﬁ““i@ﬁﬁ] LR NEIE 0 BTAcP R - 2
WEEEAAWRI?HIAIR - BAC P B AR muﬁﬁi(m%IiﬁQ
gt Jzﬁ\) AP AREREERT L ESRF NS CFFEEET R
RPACREARN SR A TN Y RE LA R Rl p R 2T
TB RIS o (25%)

F&

Jv

S EmBMP RIS R K RS BE - BoT R o
P E T AGE ERERIM O E PR E IR P 2 (25%)

fur

CTRGEF A Y Rod 72 A LA E o gl,;%—j]%% FATE S o x
blde D L 8 ~HLE A EBREA LB o WP - BB
TR AT E L (25%)

‘1{ uuuu.llnuaﬁé !”l ¢

255 LAT. M. AEELAT.H

NORTH FORMOSA .
ROUGH SKETCH TO INDICATE
GENERP.L COURSE’. DF RAILWAY

OPEN TO TRAFFIC [ DECH 1891)
______ PARTLY CONSTRUCTED

Approximate Scale § -1 Stawte Mile

(4 & ¥ 3#40)




s FEAgEF e AL o gAge Ay (F Ay ) MEEFTA
EE P e A R AL ARG AR > R s AN AR L
B (25%)









Mo d? KT A 2R ERFY LIS 432
T2 (®w~) #:48

W AT IFEIRTEAEFIREALT RP A EFET FALTT

I. Cloze Test (20%; 2% each)

The Grateful Beasts is one of the stories written by Brothers Grimm. It was a story
about a man who had almost no money because he lost most of it. He went out into the
world. He came across a mouse, a donkey, and a bear. He used up all his money to help
them. He wenttothe _ 1 in the king’s palace to get some gold. On his way out of the
king’s palace, the king’s guards caught him and said that he was a thief. He was taken to
the judge who _ 2 him to be put in a box in the water. While he was in the box in the
water, the mouse came and opened the lock. The donkey and the bear pushed the box to
the shore. While they were all on the shore, a beautiful round white stone came up on the
shore from the water. The bear told them that this stone would 3  the wishes of
whoever had it. The man took the stone and wished for a palace, a garden, and a group of
horses. He was instantly in his grand and beautiful palace.

After a while, some merchants were going by the palace. They stopped and asked
the man how this wonderful palace was built so quickly. The man informed the
merchants that a wonderful stone caused the palace to appear. The merchants offered all
their goods to buy the stone. The man thought that their goods were expensive and nice,
so the man agreed to sell the stone. As soon as the man sold the stone to the merchants,
the man was back in the box in the water. The mouse, the donkey, and the bear tried to
help the man out of the box again, but their efforts were _ 4  this time. They knew
that they needed the stone to open the box. So, they went back to the palace where the
merchants lived. However, they found the stone __ 5 by four cats. To get the stone
back, the mouse, the donkey, and the bear came up with an idea. While the master of the
palace was sleeping, the mouse bit the master’s nose and pulled his hair. The master was
angry and forced the cats out of the room where the stone was stored. The master did
this because the cats couldn’t keep the mouse out of the palace. On the next day, when
the master of the palace fell asleep, the mouse got the stone and took it out of the palace.
When the mouse, the donkey, and the bear got to the water, they could not reach the box
becauseitwas _ 6  in the water. So, the bear put the donkey on his shoulders and the
mouse in his ear while the donkey held the stone in his mouth. While the bear was

swimming in the water towards the box, he started asking the donkey some questions.
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donkey didn’t respond. The donkey told the bear that he couldn’t speak because the

When the donkey didn’t _ 7 , the bear got irritated and asked the donkey why the

stone was in his mouth. As the donkey opened his mouth to say that, the stone _ 8
Then, the mouse, the donkey, and the bear came up with a plan. They told frogs that
a great enemy was coming to eat them. The frogs needed to bring up stones from the
water so that the mouse, the donkey, and the bear could build awallto _ 9  the frogs
from the enemy. When one of the frogs found the stone, the bear saw it and took the
stone from the frog. Then, the mouse, the donkey, and the bear _ 10 the stone and
continued to swim to the box. When they arrived at the box, the lid of the box opened.
When the man took the stone, he wished for the palace again. At that moment, the man
was at his palace with his garden and group of horses. The mouse, the donkey, and the

bear lived with the man. They were all happy for the rest of their lives.

1. (A) traverse (B) treasury (C) transpolar (D) travelsick

2. (A) spawned (B) sentenced  (C) strenuous (D) stonemason
3. (A) grant (B) garret (C) gander (D) galloping

4. (A) vault (B) vandal (C) in vain (D) vaccination
5. (A) spiky (B) spindle (C) steadfast (D) surrounded
6. (A) foible (B) fodder (C) floating (D) frowning

7. (A) reply (B) renascent  (C) reincarnate (D) roller-skate
8. (A) dosed (B) dropped (C) duplicate (D) drumstick

9. (A) totem (B) tingle (C) protect (D) tournament

10. (A) casual (B) carried (C) caroused (D) crackbrained

I1. Reading Comprehension (30%; 2% each)

America’s payment system is transforming as methods of transacting digitally grow.
Digital transactions offer the opportunity to move money faster, cheaper, and more
conveniently for customers and businesses. Digital transactions can also unlock new
methods for businesses to operate; the online economy is only possible because of online
payments.

Our current payment system has solved one set of challenges to unlock the new
economy, but the system causes significant problems for others. The current system has
a cost structure that is expensive for digital micro-payments, which are small dollar
payments. Furthermore, digital payments require accessing digital currency which is
easy for the wealthy but can be expensive for those with less income. Finally, digital

payment acceptance is fragmented, cumbersome, and slow, creating delays.
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These problems form a perfect storm when it comes to transit agencies. Public transit

has a large share of low-dollar, high-volume payments. Transit agencies face unique
challenges in adapting their fare payment systems to best meet the needs of riders while
simultaneously solving concerns regarding user ease, speed, interoperability, and costs.
Public transit is generally funded by a combination of user fees and subsidies by multiple
levels of government. Federal, state, and local governments have all embraced public
transit to serve multiple goals of providing basic mobility, supporting equity, catalyzing
economic growth, and creating a more sustainable transportation system. The federal
government’s recent infrastructure legislation is a historic investment in transit that
provides transit agencies a unique opportunity to improve payment collection systems.
To achieve this, payment systems have to become more efficient and effective for low-

dollar, high-volume transactions, a key characteristic of transit fare payments.

11. What is the article mainly about?
(A) cryptocurrency and investment
(B) online banking and identity theft
(C) credit card debt
(D) digital micro-payments and public transit
12. What is true about digital transactions?
(A) Digital transactions are unsafe.
(B) Digital transactions are rarely used.
(C) Digital transactions can move money faster than traditional methods.
(D) Digital transactions have no impact on America’s payment system.
13. Which of the following is a part of “These problems” in paragraph three?
(A) the costs of accessing digital currency
(B) high transaction costs for large dollar payments
(C) general acceptance regarding digital payment
(D) low trust in digital payments systems
14. Why is digital payment troublesome for public transit?
(A) Public transit has large amounts of low-dollar, high-volume payments.
(B) The internet quality on public transit is poor.
(C) Most public transit does not accept digital payment.

(D) Most users find it cumbersome to use on public transit.
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15. Which of the following is true?
(A) Governments dislike public transit due to its high operating costs.
(B) The government has recently passed legislation that helps improve payment
collection systems.
(C) The current payment system is well suited for public transit.

(D) Public transit lacks sustainability.

The latest challenge to the creative human intellect was introduced on November
30th, 2022 by OpenAl. ChatGPT is a conversational bot responsive to users’ questions
in ways that allows it to search large databases and to create well-formed essays, legal
briefs, poetry in the form of Shakespeare, computer code, or lyrics in the form of Rogers
and Hammerstein, to name a few. As New York Times writer Kevin Roose commented,
“ChatGPT is, quite simply, the best artificial intelligence chatbot ever released to the
general public.”

As with the telephone, however, ChatGPT is primarily being met with amazement
and trepidation. Some in education fear that students will never need to learn to write,
as they can merely lean on ChatGPT. Writing for The Atlantic, English teacher Daniel
Herman worried that ChatGPT spelled “The End of High School English.” In the same
publication, Stephen Marche declared the college essay “dead.” Fortune Magazine
quipped, “Is ChatGPT the end of trust? Will the college essay survive?”” On January 3,
2023, the New York City Department of Education took the dramatic step of responding
to these fears by blocking access to ChatGPT on all department devices and networks.
A department spokesperson justified the decision due to “...concerns about negative
impacts on student learning, and concerns regarding the safety and accuracy of content.”
She further questioned the educational value of the technology, stating: “While the tool
may be able to provide quick and easy answers to questions, it does not build critical-
thinking and problem-solving skills, which are essential for academic and lifelong
success.”

Educators, opinion writers, and researchers are engaged in a vibrant discussion
about the implications of ChatGPT right now. The emerging consensus is that teachers
and professors might be tricked. That is—ChatGPT would surely pass the Turing test.
For example, Daniel Herman describes how the program drafted a reasonable college
essay, a cover letter to serve as a manager at Starbucks, and even an academic paper
comparing two texts. Microbiologist Alex Berezow further discovered that ChatGPT
excelled at answering short-response questions from a college-level microbiology quiz.

However, the essays produced by ChatGPT are still identifiable as bot-produced, rather
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than human-produced, due to a few fundamental flaws. The high school English paper

that the program composed for Daniel Herman was superficial and lacked references.

Other reports indicate that the program includes inaccurate information and fails to

provide a compelling perspective, linking the writer and reader.

16. Which of the following tasks can ChatGPT perform?

17.

18.

19.

20.

(A) Compose melodies
(B) Cook dinner
(C) Play video games
(D) Write computer code
Why did the New York City Department of Education block access to ChatGPT on
all department devices and networks?
(A) They were afraid that students would not study.
(B) They did not want students to use the internet at school.
(C) They were afraid that hackers would enter the school network.
(D) ChatGPT was too expensive to use.
The word “superficial” in paragraph three is closest in meaning to
(A) shallow
(B) authentic
(C) turmoil
(D) comprehensive
What is a flaw of ChatGPT?
(A) It is slow and hard to use.
(B) It fails to provide a compelling perspective in its essays.
(C) It produces work which has large amounts of grammatical errors.
(D) It steals personal information.
What does the author imply?
(A) ChatGPT will replace humans in the future.
(B) High school English will become irrelevant.
(C) Colleges will no longer require students to write essays.
(D) The threat of ChatGPT is being exaggerated.
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Called “everywhere chemicals,” phthalates are a family of chemical compounds
that are manmade and often used as plasticizers to lend softness, flexibility, and
durability to materials like polyvinyl chloride or PVC—one of the most widely used
plastics—and synthetic rubber. They are present in many household items ranging from
food packaging and processing equipment to shower curtains, building materials, and
car interiors. Phthalates are also used as solvents in cosmetics and other personal care
products and to coat or encapsulate certain pharmaceutical pills and dietary supplements.

The chemicals can leach out of these products and enter food, air, and water,
meaning people can swallow, inhale, or absorb these phthalate particles through direct
skin contact. The body then metabolizes these chemicals, yielding byproducts that
several studies have detected in human urine, breastmilk, and blood.

While the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency often uses animal studies to
determine safe exposure levels for humans, research suggests that certain phthalates can
cause adverse effects on human health even at levels below the defined thresholds. For
example, exposure to low levels of phthalates like DEHP, DBP, BBP, and DIBP during
pregnancy were associated with neurological issues, including delayed cognitive
development and memory impairment in children. These chemicals have also been

linked with genital abnormalities in baby boys.

21. Where can we find phthalates?
(A) in high-tech equipment
(B) in cosmetics
(C) in natural resources
(D) in meteorites
22. The word “byproducts” in paragraph two is closest in meaning to
(A) outgrowth
(B) bliss
(C) existential
(D) bluster
23. Exposure to low levels of phthalates during pregnancy can result in
(A) high blood pressure
(B) delayed emotional development
(C) lung cancer

(D) memory impairment
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24. Which of the following is true?

(A) Scientists have found a way to dissolve phthalates.

(B) Phthalates can be absorbed through skin contact.

(C) Phthalates are gradually disappearing from our everyday life.

(D) There have been little research on the side effects of phthalates.
25. Which of the following is the best title for this article?

(A) How “Everywhere Chemicals” Impact Your Health

(B) A Brief History of Phthalates

(C) Phthalates: Drugs and Addiction

(D) Corruption Within the Pharmaceutical Industry
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